




















BLACK BERLIN BIENNALE 2022
FOR CONTEMPORARY ART & DISCOURSE

»POLITICAL POETRY POWER«

Lahya is a Black queer, disabled,
neurodiverse, fat Femme intersec-
tionally interwoven artist in a dark
skinned body who uses poetry
and art as a surviving mechanism
and a healing communication tool.
Every form of Lahya‘s art has ulti-
mately helped Lahya process the
vulnerable experiences as a hu-
man at the center of edge. Lahya
knows that the acts of embodying
joy and telling her story in her own
words is freedom work. It is a way
to hold space and take space.
Lahya’s life includes One World
Poetry Night, the books ,,Kalungas

Kind“, ,,Buchstabengeflihle,” some

zines, the e-book ,.Sperrlinien®
(expected in 2022), and more.
The artistic content touches on
de:privilege, decolonization, hea-
ling, individual as well as collecti-
ve love and vulnerability. Lahya's
pronouns are Lahya, if it must be
she/her:s. Lahya‘s bed resides in
Berlin.

Trovania (akaTRVANIA)isa
multilingual Haitian poet, perfor-
mer and social worker, currently
based in Berlin. Her connection
to writing helps her give a voice
to her inner-chaos as well as
reflect on the societies she finds
herself in while navigating ideas
of identity and vulnerability. She
is also a co-founder of »Poet &
Prophetess«, a collective seeking
to promote and create a platform
for writers/artists.

Elsa M’bala, die zwischen Berlin
und Yaoundé lebt, ist eine der
wenigen weiblichen Klangkiinst-
lerinnen afrikanischer Herkunft.
Indem sie Technologie als er-
machtigendes Werkzeug einsetzt
und durch ihre eigenen scharfen
Beobachtungen, erforscht sie die
Zusammenhange zwischen ,Ras-
se“, Geschlecht, Technologie und
Spiritualitat weiter.

Steve Mekoudja is a singer,

poet, and director. Of Camerooni-

an origin, he has been living in
Germany for seven years and he
practices his passion there on
the fringe of his profession as a
computer engineer. In November

2018, he published his project Ri-
tuals (Selection of the Zebra 2019

poetic film festival in Germany)
which contains a musical and
poetic album and a short film. Ri-

tuals is a mixture of music, poetry,

dance, and cinema. In November
2020, he released an EP called
Origins dedicated to his home
country Cameroon. Now, he is
working on his album which will
be released in early 2023.

hn. lyonga is a Black, Queer,
multi-genre writer and curator of
words, concepts, and perspec-
tives. His scholarly and personal
interests include anti-Black
racism, language in speculative
Black literature, and the fixity of
land as infrastructure. lyonga is a
co-founder of the Black Student
Union at Humboldt University

in Berlin, pursuing a master‘s
degree in American Studies. He
is a member of the AK Museen
und Sammlungen at Decolonize
Berlin e.V., the board of curators
of BARAZANI.berlin — Forum Ko-
lonialismus und Widerstand and
the Field Narratives collective.

black hyperion aka sun leegba
love aka michael kiippers-ade-
bisi ist ein deutscher Lyriker, Mul-
timediaklnstler sowie Kultur- und
Eventmanager. Er ist zusammen
mit Adeoun KlUppers-Adebisi
Mitbegrtinder der Black Berlin
Biennale und AFROTAK TV cy-
berNomads — The Black German
Media Culture and Education Ar-
chive und Initiator des May Ayim
Awards fur Schwarze Poesie.

Wan wo Layir is an uncategori-
zed non-existent position with no
God. They are an indisciplined
artist, creator, and Kulturbanau-
se. They have been living with

a severe case of drapetomania.
Wan wo Layir is a sin of life and
continually sins against life by
failing to live and rather exami-
ning from a position of non-being
the (im)possibilities of being
black in white spaces. They are
constantly writing themselves out
of experience in the hope that if
they can‘t define the conditions
of their own life, they can at

least define those of their death.
Their interests include decolonial
futurities, ,post‘-colonial studies,
anti-racism, decolonial utopias,
critical museum studies, and
non-western genealogies.
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www.BARAZANI.berlin/PPP
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